\
VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, Fesruary 1777, &

On reading a (cch\(ime the meflage from the houfe of delegates by Meffieurs Jordan and
~ Gibfon, the following was fent to the houfe of delegates by Brice %" B. %Vortbington, Efqg;

o By the SEN A T E, February 11, 1777,
Gentlemen, .
IN confequence of your meflage of this afternoon by Meflieurs Jordan and Gibfon, we have
appointed B. T. B. Worthington and Turbutt Wright, Efquires, to'join the gentlemen therein-
nzmed, as a committee to inf%c& and examine the accounts and proceedings of the commiffion-
ers of the loan-office. - ,
‘ By order, ‘ : R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.
Adjourned till next day 3 o’clock P. M. a

WEDNESD A Y, February 12, 1777.

THE fenate met according to adjo'urr‘)me'x'lt. Prefent the fame members as 6n ycﬁerd';y.
—— & —~Theprocecdings-of yefterday were readv————— - T

Mr. Thomas and Mr. Mafon from the haufe of delegates, b'ring in and dcli\‘lc;' ‘tO'Mr.' Prefi-
ent the following draught of a proclamation.

By the GENERAL ASSEMBLY ofj‘MAR‘YLAND.
A PROCLAMATTION

WHERE AS divers perfons, inhabjtants, of Somerfet and Worcefter counties in this ftate,
influenced by wicked, artful, and defigning men, have manifefted their difregard and enmity to
the facred rights and liberties of America, by oppofing the meafures adopted by congrefs and the
fupreme authority of this ftate ; by endeavouring to difcourage and obftru& the recruiting fer-
vice ior the neceflary defence of our juft rights, liberties, and property, and by words and open
deed, have not only maintained the authority of the cruel and unrelenting tyrant of Great-Bri-
. tain and his"venal and corrupt parliament over the good people of this ftate, and attempted to
perfuade tic faithful fubje@s thereof to return to a dependence on the crown and parliament of
Great Britain, out malicioufly and advifedly have endeavoiired to raife tumults and diforders in
the ftate, and to excite the people to refift the government thereof as by law eftablifhed, and at
length, in open violation and breach of their duty to their country and obedience to its laws,
have carried on a traiterous correfpondence with theé cruel enemies of this and other the United
States, invited them to join in an unnatural war againt their friendd, countrymen and brothers,
by ereing the ftandard of the tyrant of Britain, and aflembling in arms for the impious and dia-
bolical purpofe of thedding the blood ef thrir neighbours, friends and brethren, and overturning
the conftitution and government of this ftate, cftablifhed folely under the aythority of the good
people thereof : The General Affembly have therefore thought proper, from compalfion to the
deluded and infatuated people of the éounties of Somerfet and Worcefter, leagued and confe-
derated for the abovementioned horrid purpofes, and to prevent fpilling the blood of their chriftian
brethren, to iffue this their proclamation, to exhort them to return to their duty and obedience
to the laws of their country, and to require them immediately to dl(perfc, and within thirty days
from the date hereof, to repair to the commanding officer, at fuch time ahd place in the counties
of Somerfet and Worcefter as he fhall appoint, and deliver up all their fire and fide arms, and
take the oath of allegiance and ﬁdelit! to this ftate, as prefcribed by‘the form of government
thercof : And the general affembly do declare, that upon ftritly complying with the terms afore-
faid, the infurgents thall not only be pardoned for all offences and crimes heretofore committed
againft this ftate, but thall be received and proteéted by its !aws, power and authority, and fe-
cured in as full and ample enjoyment of their civil and religious rights as any other the fubje&ts
of this ftate, and further, that their grievances (if any) fhall be heard and redrefled. But the
general affembly, to prevent fuch rebellious combinations, have thought proper to except from
any benefit or advantage under this -proclamation the following leaders, viz, Andrew Francis
Cheney, Hamilton Callallo, Whittington Turpin, Thomas Moore, Stoughton Maddox, Tho-
mas Malcolm, Levy Langford, Jofephus Beall, Thomas Poilett, jun. Angelo Atkinfon, Jefle
Gray, William Pollett, John QOdell Hart, and the réverend Mr. Bowie. -

'this proclamation was read and affented to by the houfe of delegates on the 11th day of Fe-
" bruary, 5777, and fent to the fenate for their concurrence. _ .

T. SPRIGG WOOTTON, fp. ho. del.

INSTRUCTIONS By the general aﬂ'emliiy of Maryland; to brigadier-general Small-
wood, and through him to colonel Gift, the cemmanding officer of the detachment that now
moves forward againft the Somerfet and Worcefter county infurgents.

CoLoNEL GiIsT is to take with him ali the troops now under his command (the Virginia re-
gimeiit of regulars excepted) together with the Annapolis independent company of militia, com-
wanded by captain James Brice, and thirty matroffes, with two ficld picges, comranded by

‘ B licutenant
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